Cardinals and GSE donate to Iraq!
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To Fellow Girls Southeast Cincinnati Soccer (Recreational & Cardinals) Members,

This falls under the banner "Better Late Than Never"!

A while back,  I had made a connection with Colonel Don Bartholomew, Director of Personnel, Multinational Force, in Iraq. He was in the process of gathering Beanie Babies, from donations stateside, to have troops hand out to kids in cars that were stopped at check-points. The kids were obviously fearful of the troops, and passing out beanie babies to the kids were a way to ease their apprehensions. I asked Colonel Don if I could "piggy-back" on that effort with soccer balls. Iraqi kids love soccer and these days there just aren't a whole lot of soccer balls to go around. He wholeheartedly agreed with the effort, and helped facilitate the shipment of the balls to Iraq. The only issue left was to get soccer balls!  I approached Jim Waldren (President GSE) about the possibility of getting soccer balls --- extra, used, new, camp leftovers, whatever condition as long as they held air -- donated from GSE for this cause. Jim was happy to accommodate as much as was possible.  Donated were Ralph Bungenstock Soccer Camp balls and a host of others that had been acquired by the club!  We were able to ship several dozen over (n/c, via U.S. Air Force & Colonel Don) to Baghdad!  The balls were enthusiastically received! Pictures of the end result of this effort are attached. Colonel Don is front & center of the group picture, at the Iraqi school, holding the Ralph Bungenstock soccer ball!!! 

The media is always quick to report bad news; I wanted to share with you all something that happens more often then you know, but  you seldom get to hear about --- and that your soccer club was a part of!

My thanks to Colonel Don Bartholomew, Louann Bartholomew (Colonel Don's sister-in-law who teaches at MVCA, Newtown), and especially to Jim Waldren and Girls Southeast Soccer Association. Without Jim's help, it would have just remained an idea!

Also, my apologies to everyone mentioned, and especially Jim Waldren, for my taking way to long to acknowledge everyone's efforts. I have been preoccupied with personal/business matters and time has been a  tough commodity to come by. Even so, I should have done this sooner.

"Judge not your life by what you gather, but by what you scatter."


Jerry Powers
long time Cardinal parent
